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n a world of hostility, latent or manifest,
among
Christians,
Jews and Moslems, this pause to
remember Abraham, our common ancestor, has never been
more needed and relevant. After
September 11, and in the wake of
the Iraqi war, while some rays of
hope loom on the horizon of the
Middle East, the noble figure of
Abraham should inspire our discussions and even our behavior.
For Abraham does not represent
just our roots, our memory; he
is our present raison d’être as religious people.
It is significant indeed that
although the three traditions often
differ in the way they remember
Abraham, they have all preserved
the idea that he was the “friend of
God.” According to James 2:23,
Abraham was called “the friend of
God,” a testimony that is found
first in Genesis 18:19, where God
declares about Abraham “I have
known him,” meaning in biblical language that He loved him
and had a personal and friendly
relationship with him (compare
Isaiah 41:8; 2 Chronicles 20:7).
Later Jewish tradition echoes
the same appreciation. In
the apocryphal prayer of the
Septuagint version of Daniel 3:

35, Azariah, addressing God,
refers to Abraham as “Your
beloved.” Likewise Philo in his
book De Abrahamo (273) and the
book of Jubilees qualify Abraham
as the “friend of God” (par. 89).
But it is especially in Islam that
this theme will predominate. The
Koran designates the patriarch
as the “beloved of Allah” (4:
125). Moslems will call Abraham
Khalil Allah, “friend of God,” or
simply al-Khalil, which means
“the friend.” The city of Hebron,
where Abraham was buried, will
be called by this Arabic name.
Note that Abraham was not
remembered with the title of warrior of God, although he waged
battles, or with the title of priest
of God, although he offered sacrifices, or leader of God, although
he ruled his clan. Only the title
“friend of God” was retained.
The lesson to learn from this
memory is very important: the
religion of Abraham should be a
religion that promotes friendship
and trust, and not arrogance and
hatred. If we just remembered
that Abraham was “the friend
of God,” it will help, insofar as
we also claim to be the friends
of God. For the friends of our
friends are our friends.
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